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Srocr that I was in upon the loſs of "Ig a 
Patron as my Lord, I am ſuthciently con- 

Fcious how unfit I am to appear in public, 
eſpecially upon ſuch a nice and great Sub- 
Sect. As His Lordſhip's particular Com- 
nde brought me to the Pulpit, ſo Yours 
A 2 only 


% 
WF 


@EDICATION 


only have brought me to the Preſs. And 
therefore I hope, whatever Uſage the fol- 


lowing Diſcourſe may meet with abroad, 1 
ſhall always find a ſhelter in Your Ladiſhips 


Favours: and the rather, becauſe you can, 


both of you, largely atteſt. the Truth of 


& A On fl 


moſt of the remarkable Occurrences that I 6 


have taken notice of during his Lordſhip's 


Penitential Sickneſs. I ſhall add nothing 1 


more, but wiſh You may never forget the 
Goodneſs of Almighty God, who (through 
this whole melancholy Scene) has ſignalized 
his good Providence to You both : and that 
You may ever live under the ſpecial Pro- 
tection. thereof, is the conſtant Prayer of 


Your Honours moſt Faithful, and 


Moſt Obedient . Servant, 


. Parſons. 
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ay unto you, that likewiſe joy ſhall be in 
': heaven over one ſinner that repenteth, 
gore than over ninety and nine juſt per- 


« ſons that need no repentance. 


P ever there were 4 Subject that might 
== deſerve and exhauſt all the Treaſures 
of Religious Eloquence in the Deſcrip- 
tion of ſo great a Man, and ſo great a 
Sinner as now lies before us; together 
with the Wonders of the Divine Good- 
. neſs, in making him as great a Peni- 
tet ; I think the preſent Occaſion affords one as re- 
'markable as any Place or Age can produce, 

AxpztD ſo great and full of Matter it is, that 'tis too 

to come out of my Mouth, and perhaps not all of 
I&fit or needful ſo to do. The greatneſs of his Parts 
are well enough known, and of his Sins too well, in the 
World ; and neither my Capacity, nor Experience, nor 
a | Profeſſion, will allow me to be ſo proper a judge, 
either of the one or the other. Only as God has been 
aſed to make me a long while a fad Spectator, and 


AQ. =” 


„ecret Mourner for his Sins; ſo has he at laſt graci- 
y heard the Prayers of his neareſt Relations, and 
We Friends, for his Converfion and Repentance : and 
W the good Tidings of _ eſpecially, what God has 


done 
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done for his Soul, that I am now to prblify and t. 4 
abroad to the World, not only by the Obligations ha q 
mine Office, in which I had the honour to be a we:® 
Miniſter to ir, but by his own expreſs and dying Cor 
mands, I 
Now altho', to deſcribe this worthily, would 115 f 
quire a Wit equal to that with which he lived, and Go 
Devotion too, equal to that with which he died, ar % 
to match either will be a very hard Task; yet beſid 
that I am not ſufficient for theſe Things, (for who i 
and that my Thoughts have been rather privately $4 
fied to ſecure a real Repentance to himſelf, whilſt li 7 
ing, than to publiſh it abroad to others in artifici 4 
Dreſs after he is dead; I ſay, beſides all this, I thin ©? 
I ſhall have leſs need to call in the Aids of ſecular El 
quence. The proper Habit of Repertance is not fir 
Linnen, or any delicate Array, ſuch as are uſed in ti? 
Court or Kings Houſes, but Sackcloth and Aſhes 
And the Way which God Almighty takes to con 
it, is not by the Words of Man's Wiſdom, but by th*% 
plainneſs of his written Word, aſſiſted by the inwar 
Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit: and the E 
tes it works, and by which it diſcovers it ſelf, ar 
not any raptures of Wit and Fancy, but the moſt hum 
ble profirations both of Soul and Spirit, and the ca 
tivating all human Imaginations to the Obedience v 
a deſpiſed Religion, and a crucified Saviour. 7 
AN p 'tis in this Array, I intend to bring out thb 
Penitent to you; an Array which I am ſure he mas 
valued, and deſired to appear in, both to God and th 
World, than in all the Triumphs of Wit and GallanzÞ 
try: And therefore (waving all theſe Rhetorical Flo g 
riſhes, as beneath the Solemnity of the Occaſion, and \ 
the Majeſty of that great and weighty Truth I a 
now to deliver) I ſhall content my ſelf with the Officq 
of a plain Hiſtorian, to relate faithfully and impart' 
ally what I ſaw and heard; eſpecially during his PS 
nitent1 
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/ ,, nitential Sorrows ; which if all that hear me this Day 


IS ( 


Thad been Spectators of, there would have then been no 
need of a Sermon to convince Men, but every Man 


or would have been as much a Preacher to himſelf of this 
Tesch, as I am, except theſe Sorrows : And yet even 
| theſe Sorrows ſhould be turned into Joys too, if we 
Wild only do what we pray for, that the N77 of 
„ e may be done on Earth, as it ts in Maven: for 
-, W@our bleſſed Lord affures us; [ /av unte yon, that 


15' 
b. 
li, 
ci. 
Al 
fir. 
th 


ere ſe joy ſpall be in heaven over ons ſinner that 
reperterh, &c. From which I ſhall confider, 


ty 

Firſt, Tu k Sinner particularly that is before us. 
Secondly, Tux Repentance of this Sinner, together 
with the Means, the Time, and all probable Sin- 
cerity of it. 

hiraly, Tm x Joy that is in Heaven, and ſhould 
be on Earth, for the Repentance of this Sinner, 


| Fourthir, ThE comparative greatneſs and pre-emi- 


nence of this Joy, on the Account of his Example, 
that is, and ſhould be for the Repentance of this 


Sinner, more than for the conſtant and uniform 


virtuouſneſs of any good Li ver; which will natu- 


rally lead me to m 


Hiſth and laſt Particular, to a ſpecial Addreſs or 
| Application to all that hear me; that they would 
all join in this Joy, in Praiſe and Thankſgivings 
to God for the Converfion of this Sinner ; and if 
there be any that have been like him in their 


* 
19 ily i mi f 
, Sins, that they would alſo ſpeedily imitate him 


in their Repentance, 


4 
19 . 
| 4 ANp Firſt, Let us conſider the Perſon before us, as 


7 a was certainly a great Sinner. But hecauſe Man 


as upright before he was a Sinner, and to meaſure 


4 * 
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he Greatneſs of his Fall, it will be neceſſary to take 


. \ Wa 
Ty * 
_ 


view of that Height from which he fell ; give me 
| 2 leave 
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leave to go back a little to look into the Rock fu ,. 
which he was hewn, the Quality, Family, Educati his 
and Perſonal Accompliſhments of this great Man. B#* 
doing of which, I think no Man will charge me wi En: 
any Deſign of cuſtomary Flattery or Formality z fin WP 
1 intend only thereby to ſhew the greatneſs and u that 
happineſs of his Folly, in the perverting ſo many e 25 
cellent Abilities and Advantages for Virtue and Pie 80 
in the Service of Sin, and ſo becoming a more univ f 
ſal, inſinuating, and prevailing Example of it. 3 

As for his Family, on both fides, from which ff 
was deſcended, they were ſome of the moſt fama 1 
in their Generations. His Grandfather was that ef 
cellent and truly great Man, CHARLES Lord WIA. 
Mor, Viſcount Athlone in Ireland. HENRY his E | 
ther, who inherited the ſame Title and Greatneſs, u. Poi 
by bis late Majeſty King CHARLES I. creat h 
Baron of Huderbuny in Oxfordſhire, and by his pr: Piet 
ſent Majeity, Earl of Rocheſter. He was a Man 
fignal Lovalty and Integrity indeed; and of ſuch Cou the 
rage and Conduct in Military Affairs, as became 
great General. But my Endeavours of this Kind a. fo 
{uperſeded, tho' I had time, by my want of Abiliti: N 
to declare it worthily, as well as by the notoriety a 
theſe ſeverals; and that Perſon mult be very ignoran” 
of the late Tranſactions in the three Kingdoms, an, 
the Misfortunes of our preſent King, who underſtand gy 
not the Service and Value of that eminent Subj«C:gall 
His Mother (of whom I might ſpeak great and woe 
thy Things, were it not that I avoid the Imputaticgygh 
of Flattery) was the Relict of Sir Francis HEN RA 
Lex, of Ditehly in the County of Oxford, Barone, 
Grandmother to the preſent Right Honourable Fai 
of TLiechßeld, and the Daughter of that Generous ano 
Honourable Gentleman Sir Joan ST. Jon ws of . Lys 
diard, in the County of Milts, Baronet, whoſe FA 
mily was ſo remarkable for Loyalty, that ſeveral 0 
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his Sons willingly offered themſelves in the Day of 


fre 


Battle, and died for it; and whilſt the Memory of the 
„ Ewgliſh or 1riſp Rebellion laſts, that Family cannot 
Want a due Veneration in the Minds of any Perſon, 


fin 


e that loves either God or the King, 
a 8) © for his Education, it was in Haha College 
50 1 Oxford, under the Care of that wiſe and excellent 
* Sovcrnor Dr. BLANDFOR D, the late Right Reve- 
"end Biſhop of N orceſter; there it was that he laid a 
d Foundation of Learning and Study, though he 
no Agerwards built 2 that Foundation Hay and Stub- 
. of There. he firſt ſuck'd from the Breaſt of his 
e the Univerſity, thoſe Perfections of Wit, and 
. x Woquence, and Poetry, which afterwards by his own 
4 cOfrupt Stomach, or ſome ill Juices, were rurn'd into 
„ Mon to himſelf and others; which certainly can 
do more a blemiſh to thoſe illuſtrious Seminaries of 
K. Piet y and good Learning, than a diſobedient Child is 
>, an wiſe and virtuous Father, or the Fall of Man to 
=: Excellenc) of Paradiſe. 5 
75. His Quality I ſhall take no Notice of; there being 
.ch of what was excellent and extraordinary in 
nay great Perſon, that I have no room tor any Thing 
is common to him with others, 
E had a Wit ſo rare and fruittul in its [nvention, 


= 


ran 


rate the Myſteries of the Divine 
e. in Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; I 
- uade my ſelf, we might by this time have receiv'd 

tegy his Pen as excellent an Idea of Diyive Poetry, 
er the Goſpel, uſeful to the teaching of Virtue, e- 
al in this Generation, as his profane Verſes have 


B 3 been 
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been to deftroy it. And I am confident, had G0 
ſpared him a longer Life, this would have been t. 
whole Buſineſs of it, as I know it was the Vow an : 
Purpoſe of his Sickneſs. Dy 
His other perional Accompliſhments in all the Pe Re 
ſections of a Gentleman for the Court or the Countr 4 
whereof he was known by all Men to be a very gre: * x 
Maſter, is no part of my Buſineſs to deſcribe' or unde . 
Nand : and whatever they were in themſelves, I * . 
ſure they were but miſerable Comforters to him, fins. 
they qnly miniſtred to his Sins, and made his Exan 7 
le the more fatal and dangerous; for ſo we may ow: - ? 
(nay I am obliged by him not to hide, but to ſhew t 
Rocks, which others may avoid) that he was once 0: 
of the greateſt of Sinners. 'N 
AN b truly none but one ſo great in Parts could | ac: 
ſo; as the chiefeſt of the Angels for Knowledge an 
Power became moſt dangerous, His way were lil 
his Parts, (for from them corrupted they ſprang) 2 
of them high and extraordinary. He ſeem' d to affe 
ſomething fingular and paradoxical in his Impieti: 
as well as in his Writings, above the Reach a 
Thought of other Men; raking as much Pains t% 
draw others in, and to pervert the right Ways of V. 
tue, as the Apoſtles and Primitive Saints, to {#: 
their on Souls, and thein. that heard them. Fi 
this was the heightning and amazing Circumſtance ( 
his Sins, that he was {ſv diligent and induſtrious to n 
commend and propagate them ; not like thoſe of ol! 
that Hate the Light; but thoſe the Prophet me! 
tions, Hal. ili. 9. Who declare their Sin as Soda 4 
and hide it 107, that take it uon their Shoulder n 
end bind it to them as a Crown ; ; framing Argument . 
for Sin, making Proſelytes to it, and writing Paneg 50 
ricks upon Vice ; ſinging Praiſes to the great Enema I 
of God, and caſting down Coronets and Crowns betoul e. 


his Throne. 'Y 
N 15 * 
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> Nay ſo confirmed was he in Sin, that he lived, 
and oftentimes almoſt died, a Martyr for it. God was 


Ge 


g eaſed ſometimes to puniſh him with the Effects of 
* is Folly, yet till now (he confeſſed) 7hey Had no 


Mir to melt him into true Repentance , or if at 
any time he had ſome lucid Intervals from his Folly 
ad Madneſs, yet (alas) how ſhort and tranſitory were 
0 2 2 All that Goodneſs was but as a Morning 
"Word, and as the early Dew which vaniſhes away; f 
05 "Fe ill return'd to the ſame exceſs of Riot, and that 
"With ſo much the more greedineſs, the longer he had 
AN ted from it, 
"© Aud yet even this deſperate Sinner, that one would 
"Mink had made a covenant with Death, and was 
an agreement with Hell, and juſt upon the Brink 
both;; God, to magnify the Riches of his Grace 
ae Mercy, was pleaſed to ſnatch as a Brand out of 
e Fire. As St. Pavr, tho' before a blaſphener, 
Derſecutor, and injurious, yet 0btarm's mercy, 
7 at in him Chriſt Feſus might ſhexe forth all Zong- 
eig, for a pattern to them that ſhould hereaf- 
believe on him to everlaſting life, 1 Tim. i. 13, 
. ſo God firuck him to the Ground as it were by 
Light from Heaven, and a Voice of Thunder round 
out him. Inſumuch that now the Scales fall from 
s Eyes, as they did from St. PavL's; his ſtony 
eart was wa and Streams of Tears gullit out, 
Fe bitter but wholeſome Tears of true Repentance. 
Aus that this may appear to be ſo, I think it neceſ- 
al ry to account for theſe three Things ; 


Pe 
itt. 
zre⸗ 


1 


| 


0 . For the Means of it; that it was not barely the 
I ffect of Sickneſs, or the Fear of Death ; but the 
and of God alſo working in them, and by hy em ma- 
4 feſtly. 

U. Fos the Time of it: that though it was a 
Wcath-bed Repentance, and therefore fall of Danger, 
| B 4 and 
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and the utmoſt Hazard; yet was it not impoſſible God 
be true, nor abſolutely deſperate. Repe 

For the Sincerity of it: that what was thus pier 
fible to be good and true, probably was ſo 5; whit gags, 
though none but God that ſees the Heart, can tell c 
tainly, yet Man even alſo may and ought to believe 
not only in the Judgment of Charity, but of mo: 
Juſtice, from all evident Signs of it, which were pe 
üble to be given by one in his Condition, 


unto 

Au firſt for the Means or Method of it. THA 
which prepared the Way for it, was a ſharp and pass 
ful Sickneſs, with which God was pleaſed to vic 
him; the Way which the Almighty often takes to 
duce the wandring Sinner to the Knowledge of Gag 
and of himſelf: 7 will be unto Ephraim as a liv 
and as a young lion unto the honſe of Fudah ; I, wal 
ven I will tear and go away, and none ſpall reli M“! 
him; I will go and return to my place, till the P 
acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my face; andi 
their affiiftion they will ſeck me early, Hoſ. v. 14, u,; 
AN p though to forſake our Sins then, when we can 
no longer enjoy them, ſeems to be rather the Effe 
of Impotency and Neceſſity, than of Choice, and 
not ſo acceptable or praiſe-worthy ; yet we find Go 
Almighty uſes the one to bring about the other; an 
improves a forced abſtinence from Sin, into a ſettlecafi, 
loathing, and a true deteſtation of it; of which I ſha 
give two noted Inſtances. The firſt out of the 0 
Teſtament, in the famous Caſe of Aanaſſeh, 2 Chron aſs 
xxxiii. (the neareſt Parallel that I can find, both ti 
the Sin, and Repentance of the Perſon before us) where 
he did that which was evil in the ſight of the Loris 
more than all the kings of Fudah before him 
and had made ꝓudabh, and all the inhabitants of 
Feruſalem to err, and do worſe than'the Heathe! 


whom the Lord had aeſtroved before them; yet wm { 1 
od 


89 — 
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le God made uſe even of this Way to reduce him to true 
Repentance, for we read at the 1 1*2 ver, of this Chap- 
pe ge N herefore the Lora brought upon them the 
hi: rains of the hoft of the king of Aſyria, which 
Manuaſſeh among the thorns, and bound him 
1 ferrers, and carried him to Babylon; and it 
ws in the next verſe, When he was in affliction 
heſoug ht the Lord his God, and humbled himſelf 
greatly before the God of his fathers, and 2 
wito him; and he was entreated of him, and heard 
Th ſupplication, and brought him again to Feruſa- 
aide, and unto his kingdom : then Manaſſeh knew 
üg rhe Lord was God, ver. 13. and the Truth of 
0 his Repentance, tho” occaſioned firſt by his Affliction, 
>0gppcared afterwards by the following Reformation 
: Mich hc wrought ; for He 700k away the ſtrange Gods, 
, nas 1. 
F Sa ſecond Inſtance I fhall give of a true, tho' forc- 
e Repentance, is in that well known Caſe of the 
{ digal Son, which follows my Text in this Chapter: 
, |[W@ugh He bad waſted all his ſubſtanc? with riotous 
cg, and was forced back to his Father's Houſe on- 
i y extreme Hunger and Neceflity, yet he was joy- 
received by him, for is futher ran and fell on his 
088, and kifjed him, ver. 20. and the fatted calf was 
an ed for bim; and when his elder Brother was angry 
lec t, the good Father juſtifies his Procedure, ver, 32. 
as meet that we ſhould make merry and be glad, 
bis thy brother was dead and is alive again, was 
ond is found. 
. truly 'tis one good Sign, that God is now 
ering Men into the Number of his Children, when 


rs fixing upon them one of the greateſt Badges and 
in racters of them; for therefore faith the Apoſtle, we 
0888 c/22/t11e4 of the Lord, that we ſnould not be con- 
e ed 201th the world ; whilſt thoſe who are re- 
ſcm ad for Deſtruction hereafter, do uſually in * 
lite 


och 
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life come into no misfortune, nor are plagued , 
other men. For God does not afflict any willing 
nor grieve the chiliren of men : but as he is grief. 
himſelf for the ſuffering of his Children, (for inJ@ 
their affiiftion, ſaith the Prophet, he was alice 
ſo he doth not uſually puniſh wicked Men both 1,18 | 
and hereafter: and therefore they who are to be 1 
niſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction, God ſuffers to 
joy their portion in this life without any Diſturbangi® 
And becauſe the Days of Darkneſs muſt be 329 . 
therefore does he ſafer the Siuner many times to iS 
an hundred years old, that he may take his full {wig ; 
of what he hath ſet his Affection upon; and after 
long and proſperous Life here, without any check 
his career of Wickedneſs, he lets him drop down i 
Hell, without the leaſt apprehenſion of Danger. 
that in that Senſe it is true. which the Poets ſay, u 
they tell us, that the Deſcent into Hell is eaſy a8 
pleaſant. this 
AN p therefore on the contrary, we may rea ona. 
po, that Tribulation and Anguiſh, when it! 5 
rne with Patience and Refignation to God, and w.] . 
it works a ſerious Reformation, will certainly minit 
to us an entrance into everlaſting Reſt ; and that! 
greater our Sufferings have been, the more abund: 
and much more grateful ſhall our Reſt be. os. 
Afhittion, as it riſes not ont of the Duſt, but oo > 
ſcends from that God, at whoſe Hands we receive e 
as well as good ; ſo neither is it deſign'd to deject: 
thither, but to raiſe us up to God from whence it! 
comes. The Pains of the Croſs, as well that Cri" 
which we muſt bear ourſelves, as that which our 9 
viour bore, do in ſome Senſe open the Kingdom 
Heaven to all Believers ; and to ſome, as the Penig, 
Thief, the hope of Paradiſe is not given till their 1 f 
Hour; and thoſe who come in then, God is of, 
Pleaſed to make equal to them who haue 9 "ik 
url 


n 


V. 
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+ den and heat of the day; nay oftentimes to give 
"Mm more, for he 2070 love much, ro whom much is 
ien. 
© r is true, there are ſuch ſtubborn Natures, that 
Clay, are rather hardned by the Fire of Afflictions: 
Wracious Children, that fly in the Face of their hea- 
Wy Father in the very Inſtant when he is correcting 
an; or, it may be, like thoſe Children under the 
5 , who promiſe Wonders then, and preſently after 
Net all. Such as theſe we have deſcribed, Pfal. 
eri. 34, — 37. When he flew them, then they 
as” im, and they returned and enquired early 
God; then they remember'd that God was their 
=, ad that the high God was their Yedeemer : 
ertheleß, they did but flatter him with their 
, and lied unto him with their tongues, for 
Heart was not right with him, neither contt- 
(they ſtedfaſt in his covenant. And tis probable 
ts has been the Caſe formerly of this Perſon. But 
. Were was an evident difference betwixt the Effects of 
h Sickneſs upon him, and many others before: Ze 
10 other Sentiments of T hings now, (he told me) 
7 acted upon quite different Principles; he was 
„vert with it as it was painful, or hinder'd him 
am his Sins, which he would have ro//'d under his 
ese all the while, and long'd again to be at; but 
mitted patiently to it, accepted it as the hand 
C0, and was rhankful, bleſſing and praiſing 
vo only in, but for his extremities. There was 
no Curſings, no Railings or Reproaches to his 
Nvants, or thoſe about him, which in other Sickneſ- 
WF were their uſual Entertainment; but he treated 
m with all the Meekneſs and Patience in the World, 
eing Pardon frequently of the meaneſt of them 
tor a haſty Word, which the extremity of his Sick- 


N 


an ſharpneſs of his Pain might eaſily force from 


. His Prayers were not ſo much for eaſe or 
| health, 
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Heep, a little lumber, till poverty, a diſmal Poverty, a 


oh. 
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_ 


Faith, and perfect Reſignation to the Will of God. 
that I think, we may not only charitably but juſ 
conclude, that his Sickneſs was not the chief Ingrei 7 
ent, but, through the Grace of God, an effectual Men e 
of a true, tho” late Repentance. n 
Secondly, AN p for that I am to account in the nei bels 
place, I mean the time of it; and to make it out! 0 
you, that though it was a Death-bed Repentance, 4 
therefore full of Danger and the utmoſt Hazard, yet 80" 
was not wholly impoſſible to be true, nor abſolutch 


deſperate, * 4 
TBA it was hugely dangerous, and of the utmoſ 2 
hazard to defer it ſo long, muſt needs be granted by i! 1 


health, or a continuance in Life; as for Grace, 5 7 
et 


hie 


wiſe and conſidering Men: I wiſh all Men were ſo u 
as ſeriouſly to conſider it, and provide for it. . 
For ſhould God ba ve ſnatch'd him away in th" 
very Act of his Sin, and that, like ZIuRI and Cos n 
DarhHAN and AIR AM, AN AN IAS and SAVPHIRLS 
he had gone down quick into Hell; yet we muſt hae 
acknowledged, that righteons art thou, O Tord, a. 
clear uben thou art judged, It God had taken hin 7 
from the Land of the Living, either by ſome ſudde 
Accident, by a raging Fever, or by ſome ſtupid Le 
thargy or Apoplexy, when he had had no time fog 
Reflection or Repentance; in what a dreadful Cond Mee 
tion had his Soul been for ever? Or if God had vouch 
ſafed him (as he did) ſome ſharp lingring Sickneſ 
when he might have had leiſure to repent ; yet War 
Aſſurance was there that ſuch a Repentance would 
have followed? Or if it had, that it would have been! 1 
accepted? Was it not more likely that he would ſtil b 
have cried with the wife Man's Sluggard, yer a lit 


came upon him. | 
Bor if he had reſolved at that time to break oi 
his Sins by Repentance, yet alas, how improper a tim! 
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was that for it? *Tis not eaſy to be preſent and con- 
1 ent to ourſelves, when we are ſurrounded with diſ- 
d pieting if not ſtupifying Pains, when there is a neceſ- 
ry decay and dulneſs of Spirits, a ſhort Memory, 
It and low Affections; and at the ſame time, a more 
lan ordinary hurry and ſurcharge of worldiy Buft- 
s; a Houſe to be ſet in Order; Children to be pro- 
ed for in their Fortunes and Education; Creditors 
ts be ſatisfied ; and all this amidſt the Cries and 
Mournings of our neare{t Relations and Friends about 
tl And certainly we mult think Repentance a very 
Telly Tak, if we reckon ordinarily, that he that is diſ- 
2. from all other Things elſe, ſhall yet be fit to per- 


is 
al 
ef 


12 | 
and complete it. 

45 r allowing our Thoughts to be as clear or clearer 
dur Sickneſs, than in our calmeſt and ſtrongeſt Sea- 
„ (which yet | think no Man in his Wits will be- 
„ e) yet after all, what Security have we that we 
„be able to improve or employ it to a true Re- 
Whtance? It may be, before we come to that, the 
aſure of our Iniquities is fill'd up already, and the 
ge verſible Sentence is gone out, though not executed 
Joſt us: My Patience Hall not a/ways ſtrive (4 wii 
en, as the LXX) with men, Cut it down, why 
fo Myebreth it the ground. It may be curs'd and de- 
„d Med, though we do not ſee it actually withered and 
ch. trop ed, 

ef But ſuppoſing this aiſo, that we are allowed a far- 
har time and means for Repentance ; yet alas, no or- 
ul Mary Means will ſerve us, when we have been thus 
een ned by cuftomary Sinning : and I am ſure, ſhould 
Gil | proceed with us by the meaſure of ſtrict Juſtice, 
right rather take from us even that which we have, 


ry give us any extraordinary Afliftances which we 
We {0 abuſed. 
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AND after all this, if God ſhall give us ſuch ext 
ordinary Aſſiſtances, whatever Allowances God mar 
make, yet there is {till no certain Security or ComfoSR” 
to any dying Death-bed Penitent ; Charity Hopeth a 
things, and believeth all things, and the Relaxatio| 
of the Cenſures of the Church in Abſolution on vii 
bable Signs of Repentance, muſt follow the JudgmeY d 
of Charity ; yet the Certainty of the Sinner's Abſo\Y 
tion with God in Heaven, depends only upon the i 
ward real ſincerity of his Repentance, and conſeque:Y 
ly upon the approving of it by his future Con ver 
tion; and therefore God Almighty only, who knoff ö 
what the one is at preſent, and what the other will H 
can be a competent judge of it. And certainly, 'tis 8 
nough for ſuch a Penitent, if he be ſecured at laſt n 
entring into the Kingdom of Heaven, though he has 
ry rarely, if at all, the preſent comfortable Experieg 
and Aflurance of it on a Death bed Repenrance, whim. 
indeed is reſerv'd as the Reward of a conſtant vir; © 
ous and holy Lite. = 

Bur tho' what I have ſaid be enough to concludt| 7 
Death · bed Repentance infinitely hazardous, and the 
fore hugely unfit for any wiſe Man to depend up 
yet will it not be ſufficient to prove it abſolutely if 

ſſible. No ſober Man certainly would hazard | 

ife upon the chance of a Die, when 'tis a thouſaq 
to one but he miſcarries; or venture into a crazy Co 
boat out of a ſound Ship, when 'tis but barely po 
ble he may be ſaved ; and yet no wiſe Man neither 
will allow a Poſſibility of being ſaved both for the 
and the other: and it is only the bare Poffibil 
— a Death-bed Repentance, that I am now plead 
or. 

An p that this Poſſibility was produced into 
and ſo render'd very probable alſo in the Cafe of 
Perſon here before us, will beſt be judged by 
Marks I am now to give you of the Sincerity of 
Rep 
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cl f : 
. Wrentance ; for which I am in the next place to ac- 


„eint. 
W birdiy, Axp 'twas the Power of the Divine Grace, 
: AW of that only, that brake through all theſe Obſta- 
chat I have now mention'd ; that God (who is a 
aof infinite Compaſſion and Forbearance) aliow'd 
"I Iciſure and opportunity for Repentance; that he 

'Waken'd him from his ſpiritual Slumber by a pungent 
" "Wknefs; that he gave him ſuch a Preſence of Mind, 
WW both to provide prudently for his worldly Affairs, 
WW yet not to be diſtracted or diverted by them from 
11 Thoughts of a better World; that he lengthned out 
. Day of Grace, and accompanied the ordinary means 
+ WSalration, and the weak Miniſtry of his Word, 


_—s the convincing and over-ruling Power of his Spt- 


o 
- 


=, þ „ 
to his Conſcience; which Word of God became to 


* m quick and power il, ſharper than any ioo edge 
1 1 ra, pierciug even to the diviliug eiuer of his 
and ſpirit ; and at lait the Hirit of God witneſ- 
to his ſpirit, that now he was become oh of rhe 
dren of God, 
IN ow if the Thief upon the Croſs (an Inſtance too 
Pe ch abuſed) was therefore accepted, becauſe accom- 


11 ied with all the Effects of a ſincere Convert, which 
(ul Condition was capable of; as Confeſſion of Chritt 
4 the midſt of the Blaſphemies of Phariſees, and his 
J 1 lewd Companions, and deſertion even of Chriit's 
4 ciples; if his Repentance be therefore judged real, 


Mus he feems to be more concerned in the Remem- 
„ce of Chriſt's future Kingdom than his own 
af ith ; if St, PAur, was approved by the ſame more 
nannt Labours which he commended in the Corin- 
aus, yea what 2cal? rohat fear? what vehement 
7e? 2 Cor. vii. 11, I think I ſhall make it appear, 
t the Repentance of this Perſon was accompanied 
h the like hopeful Symptoms: and I am ſo ſen- 
e of that aw ſul Preſence, both of God and Man, be- 


fore 
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fore whom [I ſpeak, who are eaſily able to diſcover ni, 
failings, that I ſhall not deliver any thing, but what 2 
know to be a ſtrict and religious Truth. J 
Uron my firſt Viſit to him, (May 26.) juſt at hi; 
return from his Journey out of the Weſt, he moſt glad I 
ly received me, ſhew'd me extraordinary reſpects vl 
on the ſcore of mine Office, han God, who had 
Mercy and good Providence ſent me to him, who 
much needed my Prayers and Counſels ; acknowle; 
ing how mnworthily heretofore he had treated thi 
Order of Men, reproaching them that they wel 
Proud, ana profpheſied only for Rewards ; but nM 
he had learnt how to value them; that he eſteem 
them the Servants of the moſt High God, <vho wel 
to ſhew to him the Way to everlaſting Life. 2 
Ar the ſame time I found him labouring und 
ſtrange Trouble and Conflicts of Mind, his Spich 
wounded, and his Conſcience full of Terrors. UpRM 
his Journey, he told me, Ye had been arguing wi: 
greater vigour againſt God and Religion, than ev, 
he had donè in his life-time before, and that he 1 
reſolved to run them down with all the Arguin:WWa 
aud Spite in the World, but, like the great Conte o 
St. Pavr, he found it hard to kick againſt the priciie 
For God at that time had ſo {truck his Heart by 
immediate Hand, that preſently he argued as ſtrong 
for God and Virtue, as before he had done again 
it, That God ſtrangely opened his Heart, creatiſ 
in his Mind moſt awful and tremendous Thoughts al 
Ideas of the Divine Majeſty, with a delighttul Coli 
templation of the Divine Nature and Attributes, an 


of the Lovelineſs of Religion and Virtue. I ev t 
(faith he) was advanced thus far towards Happii bi 
iu my Life before, tho upon the Commiſſions of ſo m 
Sins extraordinary, I have had ſome checks n. 


warnings conſiderable from within, but flill ſir 


2tea with them, and ſa wore them of again. 
p 


n noſt obſervable that I remember was this: One day 
nt an Atheiſtical Meeting, at a Perſon of Quslity's, 
J undertook to manage the Cauſe, and was the prin- 
ipal Diſputant againſt God and Piety, and for my 
Performances, received the Applauſe of the whole 
Company ; upon which my Mind was terribly ſtruck, 
nd immexiately apply d thus to my ſelf. Good 


% Pod! that a Man that walks upright, that ſees the 
le: vonderful Works of God, and has the uſe of his 
tenſes and Reaſon, ſhould uſe them to the defying of 


7s Creator | But tho' this was à good Beginning to- 
ards my Converſion, to find my Conſcience touch'd 
br my Sins, yet it went off again; nay, all my Life 
png, ¶ had a ſecret value and reverence for an ho- 
Weſt Man, and lov'd Morality in others. But I had 
rm an odd Scheme of Religion to my ſelf, which 
oula ſolve all that God and Conſcience might force 
Von me; yer I was not ever well reconciled to the 
=& uſineſs of Chriſtianity, nor had that Reverence for 
eve Goſpel of Chriſt as Toyght to have. Which eſtate 
1 Mind continued, till the liii“. Chapter of [2iahb 
aue as read to him, (wherein there is a lively Deſcri 

neon of the Sufferings of our Saviour, and the Benefit 
Pereof) and ſome other Portions of Scripture; by the 
over and efficacy of which Word, aſſiſted by his Ho- 
Spirit, God ſo wrought upon his Heart, that he de- 


air ard, that the Myſtertes of the Paſſion appeared ſo 
atihear and plain to him, as ever any thing did that 


s aas repreſented in a Glaſs : So that the Joy and Ad- 

Piration, which poſſeſs'd his Soul upon reading God's 
WF ord to him, was remarkable to all about him; and 
had ſo much delight in his Teſtimonies, that in my 
blence, he begg'd his Mother and Lady to read the 
me to him frequently, and was unſatisfied (notwith- 
anding his great Pains and Weakneſs) till he had 


4 arned eſpecially the 1iiis, of Jaiab without Book. 
4 C Ar 
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Ax the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner of 
Lite from his Youth up, and which all Men knew was . 
too much devoted to the ſervice of ſin, and that the Hh, 
Iuſts of the fleſh, of the eye, and the pride of life, Yo 
had captivated him : He was very large and particular $7 
in his acknou ledgments about it, more ready to accuſt ;; 
himſelf than I or any one elſe can be: publickly cry- Hy 
ing out, O blefſed God, can ſuch a horrid Creatin I | 
as lam be accepted by thee, who has deny'd thy Be 
ing, and contemn'd thy Power ? asking often, Caan 
there be Mercy and Pardon for me? Mill God o. Ch 
ſuch a V reteh as? and in the middle of his Sicking 
neſs ſaid, Shall the unſpeakable Foys of Heaven b!Mbr: 
conferr J on ne: O mighty Saviour never, but thro G0 
thine infinite Love and Satisfaction O never, bur 
by the purchaſe of thy Blood ! adding, that with all 
abhorrency he did refleft upon his former Life; Thi 
that ſincerely, and from his Heart, he did repent * 
of all that Folty and Madneſs which he had com: 
mitted. 4 
IN DEE D he had a true and lively Senſe of God tra 
great Mercy to him in ftriking his ©" Heart, and pre 
laying his Conſcience open, which hitherto was deaf cy 
to all God's Calls and Methods; ſaying, If that God, 17 7 
who died for great as well as tefſer Sinners, did u | 
ſpeedily apply his infinite merits to his poor Soul, bs fre 
mound was ſuch as no man could conceive or bear; am 
crying out, hat he was the vileſt Vretch and Dal bec 
rhat the Sun Hined upon, or the Barth bore ; thai for 
now he ſaw his Error in not living up to that Res. tio! 
ſon which God endued him with, ana which he un on 
worthily vilify'd and contemn'd ; wiſh'd he had bee Scr 

a ſtarving Leper crawling in a "Ditch ; that he 0 nef 
bien a Link-boy or a Beggar, or for his whole ma Un 
time confin'd to a Dungeon, rather than thus to hau thr 
ſinned againſt his God, 


i A H oy 
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Ho remarkable was his Faith, ina hearty embrac- 
of 3 ng and devout confeſſion of all the Articles of our 
Vas Chriſtian Religion, and all the divine Myſteries of the 
the Fhe Goſpel? ſaying, that rhar abſurd and fooliſh Phi- 
77 Yoſophy, which the Nord ſo much admir'd, propagat- 
lat i by the late Mr. Homss, and others, had undme 
ult im, and many more of the beſt Parts in the Nation; 
y. who, without God's great Mercy to them, may never, 
7% believe, attain ſuch a Repentance. 
[ muſt not omit to mention his faithful adherence to, 


De. 
1p nd caſting himſelf entirely upon, the Mercies of Jeſus 
Christ, and the free Grace of God, declared to repent- 
Ck: ing Sinners through him; with a thankful Remem- 
v'Mbrance of his Life, Death, and Reſurrection; begging 
Go to ſtrengtben his Faith, and often crying out, 
Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbeltef. 
al His mighty love and eſteem of the Holy Scriptures, 
e; his reſolutions to read them frequently, and meditate 
ut upon them, if God ſhould ſpare him, having already 
n. taſted the good Word; for having ſpoken to his Heart, 
She acknowledged, all the ſeeming abſurdities and con- 
tradictions thereof, fancied by Men of corrupt and re- 
probate udaments, were vaniſhed, and the excellen- 
cy and beauty appeared, being come to receive the 
Truth in the love of it. 
0 His extraordinary fervent Devotions, and his own 
frequent Prayers, were moſt excellent and correct; 
„ amongſt the reſt, for the King, in ſuch a manner as 
became a dutiful Subject, and a truly grateful Servant; 
for the Church and Nation, for ſome particular Rela- 
4% tions, and then for all Men; his calling frequently up- 
on me at all Hours to pray with him, or read the 
'"F Scriptures to him; and towards the End of his Sick- 
"FF neſs; would heartily defire God to pardon his Infir- 
nities, if he ſhould not be ſo wakefnl and intent 
"By through the whole Duty as he wiſh'd to be; w_ 
C 2 that 


— 11 — — 
- 
age 8 . 


20 A Sermon preached at the 


that tho rhe Fleſh was wweak, yet the Spirit was ul. 
ling ; and hoped God would accegt that. 

HIS continual invocation of God's Grace, and ho- Te 
ly Spirit to ſuſtain him, to keep him from all evi ble 
Thoughts, from all Temptations ard diabolical Sug. hit 
geſtions, and every thing which might be prejudicial t« 
that religious Temper of Mind, which God had noy dy 
ſo happily endued him withal, crying out, one night 
eſpecially, how terribly the Tempter did afſault hin, 
by caſting upon him leud and wicked Imaginations 
but I thank God (ſaid he) I abhor them all, and by 
the Power of his Grace, which I am ſure is ſinfici. 
ent for me, ¶ have overcome them; tis the Malice 
of the Devil, becauſe I am reſcued from hint; and 
the Goodneſs of God, that frees me from all my ſþi- 
ritual Enemies. 


His great Joy at his Lady's converſion from Poper) pr: 
to the Church of England (being, as he termed it, 4 jut 
Faction 9 only by Fraud and Cruelty) which De 
was by her done with Deliberation and mature Judg : an 
ment; the dark Miſts cf which having been for ſome? 
Months before breaking away, were now cleared, by her ſor 


receiving the bleſſed Sacrament with her dying Huſ- ane 
band, at the receiving of which no Man could expreſs i of 
more Joy and Devotion than he did; and having ex- ſor 
perienc'd the Word of Life, and ſeen the Salvation of 
God, in the Preparation of his Mind, he was now rea- 
dy to depart in Peace. ) 
H 1s hearty concern for the pious Education of his wa 
Children, wiſhing that his Son might never be a Wit, vi 
that is, (as he himſelf explain'd it) one of rhoſe In 

wretched Creatures, who pride themſelves in abuſing | 
God and Religion, denying his Being, or his Prout to 
dence, but that he might become an honeſt and reli- lo 
gious Man, which could only be the Support ani An 
Bleſſing of his Family ; complaining what a vitiom Me. 
and naughty World they were brought into, A nd 2 
| that { 


+ 
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that 20 Fortunes or Honours were comparable to the 
Love and Favonr of God to them, in whoſe Name he 
113 blefſed them, prayed for them, and committed them to 
his Protection. 
t His ſtrict charge to thoſe Perſons, in whoſe cuſto- 
dy his Papers were, zo burn all his profane and lend 
t Writings, as being only fir to promote Vice and Im- 
n= morality, by which he had ſo highly offended God, 
and ſhamed and blaſphemed that holy Religion into 
which he had been Baptiz'd; and all his obſcene 
i ou filthy Pictures, which were ſo notoriouſly ſcau- 
r dons. 
His readineſs to make Reſtitution to the utmoſt of 
his Power to all Perſons whom he had injur'd ; and for 

thoſe whom he could not make a Compenſation to, he 
y FX prayed for God's and their Pardons. His remarkable 
AF juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the Payment of his 
h 3 Debts, which, before, he confeſſed he had not ſo fairly 
and effectually done. 
Hs readineſs to forgive all Injuries done againſt him, 
r 7 ſome more particularly mention'd, which were great 
„and provoking ; nay, annexing thereto all the Aſſurance 
Jof a future Friendſhip, and hoping he ſhould be as freely 
- 3 forgiven at the Hand of God, 

| 2 tender and concern'd was he for his Servants 
about him in his Extremities, (manifeſted by the Be- 

neficence of his Will ro them) pitying their Troubles in 
watching with him, and attending him, treating them 
, with Candour and Kindneſs, as if they had been his 
Intimates! 
Ho hearty were his Endeavours to be ſerviceable 
o thoſe about him, exhorting them to the fear and 
love of God, and to make a good uſe of his Forbear- 
ance and Long ſuffering to Sinners, which ſpoula 
lead them to Repentance. And here I muſt not paſs 
dy his pious and moſt paſſionate Exclamation to a 


Gentleman of ſome Character, who came to viſit him 
| C 3 upon 
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upon his Death- bed: O remember that you contemn 


God no more, he is an avenging God, aud will viſit 


von for your Sins; he will in Mercy, I hope, touch | 
your Conſcience ſooner or later as he has done mine: 


You and I have been Friends and Sinners together 
a great while, therefore Jam the more free with yor: 
We have been all miſtaken in our Conceits and Opini- 
ons, our Perſuaſions have been falſe and groundleſs, 
therefore God grant you Repentance. And ſeeing 
him the next Day again, he ſaid to him, Perhaps you 
were aiſoblig's by. my plainneſs to you Teſteraay ; I 
ſpake the Words of Truth and Soberneſs to you, and 
(ſtriking his Hand upon his Breaſt) ſaid, I hope Go 
will touch your Heart. 


Erxtwist his Commands to me, to Preach abroad, 
and to let all Men know (if they knew it not already) 


how ſeverely Goa had diſciplin'd him for his Sims ty 


his anicting Hand ; that his Sufferings were moſt j u, 
tho' he had laid ten thouſand times more upon him; 
how he had laid one ſtripe upon another becauſe of his 


grievous Provocatious, till he had brought him home 
to himfeltf; that in his former Viſitations, he had not 


that bleſſed effect he was now ſenſible of. He had 
formerly ſome looſe T honghts and flight Reſolntions of Þ 
reforming, and deſign'd to be better, becanſe even the 
preſent Conſequences of Sin were ſt11t peſterig hin, 


and were ſo troubleſoms and inconvenient to him; 


but that now he had other ſentiments of Things, ani 


atted uon other Principles, 


His willingneſs to die if it pleaſed God, refigning F 
himſelf always to the divine Diſpoſal ; but if Got 
ſpould ſpare him yet a longer time here, be hoped 1 


bring Glory to rhe Name of God, in the whole count 
of his Life, and particularly by his Enaeavours tl 
convince others, and to aſſure them of the Danger q 


their Condition, if they continued impenitent, aui 


Boro gracionſly God had dealt with him. 
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Nis great Senſe of his Obligations to thoſe excel- 
27 3 lent Men, the Right Reverend my Lord Bifhop of 
# F* Oxford, and Pr. MARSHAL E, for their charitable 
ch and frequent Viſits to him, and Prayers with him; 
*: and Dr. Bu R NET, who came on purpoſe from Z97:- 
er Fx don to fee him, who were all very ſerviceable to his 
': £7 Repentance. 

. His extraordinary Duty and Reverence to his Mo- 
„ ther, with all the grateful Reſpects to her imaginable, 
and Kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond expreſſion, 
(which may well enhance ſuch a Loſs to them) and 
to his Children, obliging them with all the endear- 
ments that a good Husband or tender Father could be- 
{tow. 
Io conclude theſe Remarks, | ſhall only read to you 
his dying Remonſtrance, fufficiently atteſted, and fign'd 
by bis own Hand, as his trueſt Senſe, (which | hopemay 
be uſeful for that good End he deſign'd it) in Man- 
ner and Form following. 


i 


POR the Benefit of all thoſe whom I may have 
* drawn into Sin by my Example and Encou- 
UB *© ragement, I leave to the World this my Eft Decla- 
ration, which I deliver in the Preſence of the great 
God, who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, and be- 
„fore whom I am now appearing to be judged, 
Tur from the Bottom of my Soul I deteſt and 
3 © abhor the whole Courſe of my former wicked Life, 
* that I think I can never ſufficiently admire the 
& © Goodneſs of God, who has given me a true Senſe 
of my pernicious Opinions and vile Practices, by 
Ss © which I have hitherto lived without Hope, and 
* without God in the World ; have been an open 
* Enemy to Jeſus Chriſt, doing the utmoſt deſpite to 
= © the Holy Spirit of Grace, And that the greateſt 
* Teſtimony of my Charity to ſuch is, to warm them 


4 10 in 
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in the Name of God, and as they regard the Well 1 
* fare of their immortal Souls, no more to deny hi nine 
Being, or his Providence, or deſpiſe his Goodneſs; _ 
* no more to make a Mock of Sin, or contemn the (fav 
pure and excellent Religion of my ever bleſſed Rel Was 
* deemer, through whoſe Merits alone, I, one of the} om 
* greateſt Sinners, do yet hope for Mercy and Forgive Fu 
« nels. Amen. 


Declared and Signed 

In the Preſence of 
Anne Rocheſter. _ 
Robert Parſons. he 


| ide 
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1680. 
his 
And now I cannot but mention with Joy and Ad- K 
miration that ſteddy Temper of Mind, which he en- Ab 
joy'd through the whole courſe of his Sickneſs and Re- ' 0 
pentance; which muſt proceed, not from a hurry and If ; 
perturbation of Mind or Body, ariſing from the fear yh 
of Death, or dread of Hell only, but from an ingenu- ati 
ous love to God, and an uniform regard to Virtue, ers 
(ſuitable to that ſolemn Declaration of his, T worl4 
not commit the leaſt Sin to gain a Kingdom) with all 
ſſible Symptoms of a laſting Perſeverance in it, if 
od ſhould have reftor'd him. To which may be ad- 
ded, his comfortable Perſuaſions of God's accepting 
him to his Mercy, ſaying three or four Days before his 
Death, J. ſpall die, but O, what unſpeakable Glories 
do I ſee | what Joys, beyond Thought or Expreſſion, 
am I ſenſible I am aſſured of God's Mercy to me 
thro' Feſus Chriſt. O ow I long to die; and to be 

with my Saviour. | * 
HE 
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el Tux time of his Sickneſs and Repentance was juſt 
au nine Weeks; in all which time he was ſo much maſ- 
$; - of his Reaſon, and had ſo clear an Underſtanding, 
bel (ſaving 30 Hours, about the middle of it, in which he 
de was delirious) that he never dictated or ſpoke more 
he compoſed in his Life : and therefore if any ſhall con- 
ve inue to Cay his Piety was the Effect of Madneſs or Va- 
pours ; let me tell them, tis highly diſingenuous, and 
hat the Aſſertion is as filly as it is wicked. And 
moreover that the force of what I have delivered may 
ot be evaded by wicked Men, who are reſolved to 
garden their Hearts, maugre all Convictions, by _ 
ng, This Thing was done in a Corner; I appeal, 

the Truth thereof, to a!l ſorts of Perſons, who in con- 
ſiderable Numbers viſited and attended him, and more 
N. particularly to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who were near 
I bim, and converſant with him in the whole courſe of 
his tedious Sickneſs; and who, if any, are competent 
Hudpes of a Phrenſy or Delirium. 


d- Iu zA are many more excellent Things, in my 
mn FAbſence, which have occafionally dropt from his 
1 Mouth, that will not come within the narrow compaſs 
1 


pf a Sermon; but theſe, I hope, will ſufficiently prove 

hat I produce them for. And if any ſhall be fill un- 
u- atisficd herein in this hard-hearted Generation, it mat- 
e ers not, let them at their coſt be Unbelievers ſtill, ſo 
Jong as this excellent Penitent enjoys the comforr of his 
Repentance. And now from all theſe admirable Signs 
if we have great Reaſon to believe comfortably, that his 
; 22 was real, and his End happy; and accord- 
ngly imitate the Neighbours and Cozens of ELIZ A- 
BETH (Luke i. 58.) who, when they heard how the 
W0r4 had ſhewn great Mercy upon her, came and re- 
oiced with her. 
For ſo we muſt learn, like the Embaſſadors to 


' Wome new Prince, to turn our Condolences into Con- 
ratulations, in conformity to an heavenly Example; 


Foy 
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For there is joy in heaven over one Sinner that x: 
pents. 


I. A joy to God the Father, who has ſolemnl 
fworn, that he delight, not in rhe death of a Sinn 
but rather that he ſbonid repent and live; who won 
have all men to be ſaved, and come to the knowleds! 
of rhe truth, 

II. A joy to God the Syn, that gond Shepherd, men 
non'd in the Verſe before my Text, who /t rhe nim 
ty and nine juſt Perſons in the wilderneſs, and wen nd 
after that which was loft, tiil he had found it; anl uly 
when he had found it, he laid it on his ſhoulders re he 
foicing 3 and when he comerh home, he calls together J 
his friends and his neighbours (on Heaven and Earth Non 

faying unto them, Rejoice with inc, for I have forni Il 
my ſheep which was loſt. 

III. A joy to God the Holy Ghoſt, after he had be 
ſo often griev'a, ſo deſpitefuliy treated, and ſo lony 
reſiſted. | 

AND IV. a joy to the whole Court in Heaven, | 
the preſence of the Holy Angels, ver. 10. thoſe miu. 
fring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe who ſhal 
be herrs of ſalvation; to ſee that now at laft, heir Þ 
bony is not in vain in the Lora, but that there is onfgum! 
more Subject gained to the Obedience of their and ou! 
common Lord, delivered from the Slavery, and admi . 
ted to fill up the Vacancy of Apoftate Spirits. "FR 


Ax p as our minus, our proper and natural C 


tizenſhip or Converſation is in Heaven; ſo ſhould ou f 
joys too be conformable to thoſe of our Fellow - citizen 7” 
And therefore, after the Relations and Friends of thi Pert 
great Perſon have paid their natural tribute of Tears" ſuc} 
10 near a Relation, they ſhonld then turn their Sorrou! cha 
into Joys, by the com'ort2ble Confideration of his be ol 


ing a Penitent upon Earth, and a Saint in Heaven. 
Tavi tha 
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8 Tavs his dear Mother ſhould rejoice, that the Son 
her love and of her fears, as well as of her bowels, 
unh now born again into a better World; adopted by his 
ney eavenly Father, and gone before her to take Poſſeſſion 
7% Fan eternal Inheritance. 
e II. H 1s truly loving Conſort ſhould rejoice, that 
od has been ſo gracious to them both, as at the ſame 
gen me to give him a fight of his Errors in point of Prac- 
ele, and her ſelf (not altogether without his means 
end endeavours) a fight of hers in point of Faith. And 
anWruly, confidering the great Prejudices and Dangers of 
„de Roman Religion, I think 1 may aver, that there 
bers Joy in Heaven, and ſhould be on Earth, for Her 
thonverſion as well as His, 
III. His noble and moſt hopeful Iſſue ſhould rejoice, 
is their Years are capable; not that a dear and loving 
Father has left them, but that fince he mult lea ve them, 
e has left them the Example of a Penitent, and 
ot of a Sinner; the Bleffing of a Saint, in recom- 
nending them to an All. ſufficient Father, and not en- 
tailing on them the fatal Curſe that attends the Poſte- 
rity of the Wicked and Impenitent. | ; 
„lv. Arr, good Men fhould rejoice, to ſee the tri- 
nMumphs of rhe Croſs in theſe latter Nays, and the Works 
of Divine Wiſdom and Power. And bad Men certain- 
ily, whenever they confider it, are moſt of all concern'd 

to joy and rejoice in it, as a condemned Malefactor is, 

to hear that a Fellow-criminal has got his Pardon, and 
that he may do ſo too, if he fpeedily ſue for it. 
of And this Joy of all will {till be the greater, if we 
x compare it with the Joy there is in the Caſe of juſt 
0 Perſons, that need no Repentance, vis. that need not 
of fuch a ſolemn extraordinary Repentance, or the whole 
change of Heart and Mind, as great Sinners do: and 
ef this my Text pronounces, that there is greater ey 

in heaven, over one ſuch Sinner that truly repentet l. 
ban there is over ninety ana nine juſt perfons e 

aee 
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need not ſuch a repentance. And the Reaſon we miſ vent 
conceive to be this; that fince all Joy ariſes from AA God 
miration and Surprize, as from ſomething that is veſj prob 


and unexpected; accordingly, the Joy that procee Ange 
from the Repentance and new Life of a notorious Sit hey, 
ner, muſt needs be greater than that which riſes fron 
the conſtant Piety of a good Man, which we have ſafliem z 


every Day; as a Reſurrection from the Dead is me 
remarkable than our firſt Life. Beſides that ſuch Mate! 
Penitent's former Failings, are ordinarily the occa ſiaſhf th. 
of a greater and mere ative Piety afterwards ; as 0 ly te 
Convert earneſtly wiſh'd, Thar God would be pleaſtſWreat 
ro ſpare him hut one Tear more, that in that he mig place 
honour his Name proportionably to the diſponour don 
to God in his whole Life paſt. And we ſee St. Paw 
Faboured more abundantly than all the Apoſtles in 
the Planting of the Church, becauſe he had raged mol! 
furiouſly betore in the Deſtruction of it; and our Savih 
our himſelf tells us, that to hs much is given, they 
will love much, but to who little is forgiven, the 
will love little; and we know a Commander will lov; 
a Soldier more that redcems his former cowardiſe, by 
doing ſome brave and daring Action, than him, who 
never had that taint upon him, but yet never atchiev'd ec 
any thing remarkable. A Husbandman more rejoice 
at the Improvement of Briars and Thorns into an ex- 
cellent Crop, from which once he had but little expec- 
tation, than for ſuch a Soil as was remarkable neither hi 
for the one or the other. 

'T 18 certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſaſe 
way, to be conſtantly virtuous ; and he that is wiſe in- 
deed, i. e. wiſe unto ſalvation, will endeavour to be 
one of thoſe that need no repentance z I mean that em 
tire and whole Work of beginning anew, but will draw 
out the ſame Thread through his whole Life, and not 
let the Sun go down upon any of his Sins: but then 


the other Repentance is the more remarkable, _ 
| | w 


ort u 
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where it is real, the more effectual, to produce a fer- 
NYvent and a fruitiul Piety; befides, the greater Glory to 
\JGod in the Influence of the Example. Which may 
eEprobably be a tarther Reaſon of the exceſſi ve joy of 
*YAngels at the Converfion of ſuch a Sinner; becauſe 
they, who are better acquainted with Human Nature 
oWhan we; and knowing it apt, like the Phariſees, to 
jemand a Sign from Heaven, for the Reformation of 
orrupted Cuſtoms ; they diſcern too, that ſuch deſpe- 
ate Firitual Recoveries, will ſeem ſo many Openings 
che Heavens in the Deſcent of the holy Dove, viſi- 
y to the Stander by; and accordingly will have the 
greater influence upon them. And tis this in the laſt 
lace, that Lam to recommend to all that hear me this 
av. 
Ul 4 D having thus diſcharg'd the Office of an Hiſ- 
brian, in a faithful Repreſentation of the Repentance 
nd Converfion of this great Sinner; give me leave 
"ſow to beſpeak you as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and 


2 Fn his Name earneſtly perſuade you to be reconciled to 
m, and to follow this illuſtrious Perſon, not in his 
Ve@ins any more, but in his Sorrows for them, and his 
by vrſaking them. I hope better things of you, my Bre- 
bofhren, than to think that all that now hear me, have 
'd heed of ſuch a Repenrance, tho' all have need of ſome, 
end the beit are moſt ſenſible of it. But if there be 
X * 


ny in this place, or elſewhere, who have been drawn 
nto a complacency or practice of any kind of Sin from 
is Example, let thoſe eſpecially be perſuaded ro break 
f their Sins by Repentance, by the ſame Example; 
hat as he has been for the fall, fo he may be now 
or the riſing again of many in Iſrael. God knows, 
ere are too many that are wiſe egough to diſcern and 
low the Examples of Evil, but to do Good from 
ole Examples they have no Power: Such as theſe I 
uld beſeech, in their cooler Seaſons, to ask them- 
hes that queſtion, I hat Fruit had you in thoſe 

Things 
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Things whereof you are now aſpamed, for the End 
of theſe T hings is Death? And if any encourageſſ® d 
themſelves in their Wickedneſs from this Example, re. 
ſolving however to enjoy the good Things that are pre 
ſent ; to fil themſelves with coſtly Wines, aud to leit 
no part of Pleaſure paſs by them untaſted; ſuppoſ il 
ing with the Goſpel rich Man, that when ohe comes mff*'® 
them from the Dead, when Sickneſs or old Age ap 4 


roaches, that then hey will repent ; let ſuch as the | 
's 


confider the dreadful hazard they run by ſuch pernid 
ous Counſels, It may be (and it is but juſt with God 
it ſhould be) that whilſt they are making proviſion 
for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof, and are ſaying 
to their Souls, S., rhon haſt much goods laid up fi 
many years; therefore rake rhine eaſe, eat, drintÞ<Y 


and be merry; perhaps juſt then, at the ſame tine, 
the Hand of God may be Writing upon the Walls qq ns 
their Habitations that fatal Sentence, T hou fool, th * 

lid 4 


night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and the 
ewhoſe ſpall all rhoſe things be, which thou haſt pri 
vided? And what ſad Reflections muſt ſuch a of 
needs make upon his own Folly, when he ſees that a 
that Mirth and Eaſe, which he has promiſed himſc 
for ſo many Years, muſt be at an end in a very fe 
Hours? and not only ſo, but that Mirth turn'd int 
Howlings, and that Eaſe into a bed of Flames ; whet 
the Soul mult be torn away on a ſudden from thi 
Things it loved, and go where it will hate to live, and 
yet cannot die. And were it not better for us to embrad 
cordially the hinge which belong to our everlattin 
eace, before they are hid from our eyes? Were it nf 
better for us all to be wiſe betimes, by preventing ſuc 
a Danger, than to open our Eyes, as the unhappy 116 
Man did. when we are in the Place of Torment? 
B perſuaded then with humble, penitent, and ov: 
dient Hearts, to go out of your ſinful ſelves, and me 
the blefled 7eſtzs, who is now on the Way, and com! 
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us in the Perſon and in the Bowels of a Saviour, 
ooing us to accept thoſe eaſy Conditions of Pardon and 
eace offer d in his Holy Goſpel, rather than ſtay till 
become our Adver ary and our Judge too, when he 
il deliver us over to the tormentors, tili we have 
uid the utmoſt farthing, i. e. to all eternity: when 
boſe who have made a Mock at Sin all their Lives, 
Jid laugh'd at the pretended Cheats of Religion and 
s Prieſts, ſhall find themſelves at laſt the greateſt 
ools, and the molt ſadly cheated in the World; for 
od will then /augh at their calamity, and mock 
ben their fear cometh, when it comerh as deſotation, 
nd their deſtructiou as a whiriwind, And fince 
hey would not ſuffer his Mercy to rejoice over his Juſ- 
ice, nor cauſe any Joy in Heaven, as the Text men- 
ions, in their Converſion ; his Juſtice will certainly re- 
ice over his Mercy, and cauſe joy in Heaven (as it 
held at the fall of Babylon, which would not be cured, 
Rev. xix. I.) in their Confuſion. And O that there 
Pere ſuch a Heart in them, that they would conſider 
his betimes, that in the midſt of their carnal Jollities, 
hey would but vouchſafe one regard to what may 
appen hereafter, and what will certainly be the End 
ff theſe Things. For however the Fruits of Sin may 
eem pleaſant to rhe eye, and to be deſired, to male 
me ſeem wiſe and witty to the World; yet alas, they 
ire all but empty and unſatisfactory at preſent, and 
Scave a mortal Sting, behind them, and birrern?(5 in 
in be latter end; like the Book St. Joan ate, (Rev. x. 
noo.) which in his mouth was ſweet as honey, but as 
ud eon as be had earen it, his belly was bitter. And 
ho God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring Men back in 
heir old age from their ſinful Courſes, by a way of 
eeping, to pluck them as jfrebrands out of everlaſt- 
S's burnings; yet if Men confider how rare and diffi- 
ulta Thing it is to be born agatu when one 15 01d, how 


bany pangs and violences to Nature there muſt needs 
be, 


32 A Sermon preached at the 


be, to put off the habits and inclinations to old Sim] M 
as difficult (faith the Prophet) as for the Leopard | Ph 
change his ſpots, or the Ethiopian his kin; and the pr 
when that's done, what Scars and Weakneſſes even ; 
Cure muſt leave behind, I ſay, he that duly confided br 
this, will think it better to ſecure his Salvation, and aff th 
his preſent true Comforts, by preſerving his Innocene Co 
or 1 his Work by a daily Repentance for leſſſi an. 
Failings, than to venture upon one fnole chance of 
Death-bed Repentance; which is no more to be dg nit 
nded upon, for the performance or acceptance, thi 5% 
it can encourage any Man not to labour, becauſe ETI ws 
was fed by Ravens, or the Iſraelites with Manna fronfſ the 
Heaven. att 
Ir then there be any (tho' alas that need not be askedf] an; 
that have made the greatneſs of their Wit, or Birth, of eſt. 
Fortune, Inſtruments of iniquity to iniquity ; let thet 
now convert them in their own Converſion, to that oi the 
inal noble uſe for which God intended them, vis. 
Inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto holineſs. 
To theſe eſpecially that are thus great, not only Goc 
but this great Perſon alſo, by my Mouth, being 4: 
yet ſpeaketh ; for as St. PA u ſeem'd more eſpecial) 
concern'd for his Brethren and Kinſmen according 1 
the Fleſh; and even the rich Man in Hell, tho' ſuf 
ciently diſtracted by his own Sufferings, yet ſeems hug 
ly defirous that one might be ſent from the Dead tt 
his Brethren, that he might reſiifp unto them, leſt they 
alſo come into —< ww of torment : ſo this illuſtrioi 
Convert, after God had opened his Eyes to ſee hi 
Follies, was more effectually defirous of the Salvatiot 
of thoſe that were his — 4 tho' not in the Fle 
yet in the greatneſs of their Quality, and of their Sins 
paſſionately wiſhing, hat ali ſuch, were not only a 
moſt, but al together ſuch as he now was, ſaving Ii 
bodily Afflictions; and of great force, methinks, ſhouk 
the Admonitions of a dying Friend be. The ingen | 
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MricnArLl pn MonTArcNE reckons him the beſt 
Phyfician, who himſelf has had the Diſeaſe which he 


. 8 to cure; and behold, a greater than he ſays to 


t. PETER, when thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy 
brethren 5 which aſſures us, that they which have 
themſelves been in a Condition to need a remarkable 
Converſion, are not uncapable thereby, but obliged, 


and the better qualified for ſuch a charitable Work. 


Now theſe eſpecially I would beſeech, as the Mi- 


J nifter of Chrift, and as ſuch, fo we are reviled we 


bleſs, tho“ we are defamed we wmvreat, to ſuffer the 
word of exhoyrration ; that they would not terminate 
their Eyes upon the outward Pomp and Pageantry that 
attends them, as the vulgar Fews did upon their Rites 
and Ceremonies; but (as the wifer [/raelrtes, who 
eſteem'd thoſe glittering formalities as the Types and 
Images of heavenly Things) be quickned by them to 
the ambition of originat Honours, and future Glory. 
How much were it to be wiſh'd, that fuch Perſons e- 
2 would be followers of God and Goodneſs, 
ince, whether they will or no, Men will be followers of 
them; all of them according to their reſpecti ve Mag- 
nitudes, like Stars, caſting a good or a bad influence up- 
on their Inferiors; and not only ſo, but oftentimes up- 
on their Superiors too; as the corrupt Blood in the 
Feet, in the Courſe of its Circulation, after ſome time, 
paſſes upwards-into the Head. | 

Ir is true, an eminent Station is liable to ſeveral 
miſchiefs, from which a mean Condition is free; hut 
the God of order, who has made-Dignity in place, and 
affluence of Riches neceffary to the World, has propor- 
tion'd: his Supports; and if the incitements to Sin 49 
abound unto the rich and noble, he Grace of God, if 
they are careful to improve it, will much more abound, 
both to God's glory, and their own, Thus if the 
Temptations of great Perſons be-more, and greater than 
thoſe of Inferiors ; their Abilities and Underſtandings 

D 


are 
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are ordinarily greater too: and if they lie more open to | tior 
the Aſſaults of the Devil, they have generally greater {| wh« 
Sagacities to foreſee the Danger, and more powerful I the 
Aſſiſtances to 7 through it. Nor is Piety inconſiſtent thei 
with Greatneſs any more than it is with Policy, but is ff. 
the beſt Foundation and Security both to the one ric, 
and the other. The breeding of Mos Es at Court, {mal 
without doubt, contributed much even to his religious Ble. 
Performances, at leaſt ſo far, as to make them more Hof 
uſeſul and exemplary to others: but then he was ſin- Yhen 
cerely virtuous all the while, as well whilſt reputed the Ihe 
Son of Pf Ar Aon's Daughter, as JeTHRO's Son-in-law, Pai. 
The Prophet IsA1Aan was Nephew to a King, and Your 
bred, as is ſuppoſed, in the Court; whence we may 
obſerve, his ſtyle is more majeſtic then the other Pro- 
phets ; as that of the great Doctor of the Gentiles, 
who was bred at the Feet of GamArizr, is than the 
other e ; God making uſe of the natural Tem- 
pers and Educations of Men, to be aſſiſting to ſuper- 
natural Purpoſes. 
W find Chriſtians in CxsAR's Houſhold, as ſoon 
as any where elſe in Rome; and when Chriſtianity had 
once gain'd ConSTANTINE, it ſpread itſelf farther over 
Ml the Empire in a few Years, than before it had done in 
4 '  Jome Centuries : as Waters running downwards ſpread i 
themſelves freer, than when forced upwards againit 
Nature. Since then ſo much good or miſchief depends 
upon illuſtrious Examples, will it not better become 
Men to draw the Multitude after them to Heaven by 
their Piety, than by infectious Guilts be at the head of 
a miſerable Company of the Damn'd ? | 
Tis this Piety, a timely and exemplary Piety, that 
will perpetuate ro Men of Birth and Fortunes, their 
Honours, and their Eſtates too, as well by deriving on 
them the Bleſſing of God, who is the true Fountain 
of Honour ; as by creating an awe and a reverence for 


them from all orders of Men, even to many Genera- 
* | tions; 
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tions': a reverence which will be freſh and laſting, 
when all the Trophies of Wit and Gaity are laid in 
the Duſt. Tis this Piety that will be the guide of 
their Youth, and the comfort of their Age; for length 
of days are in her right hana, and in her left hand 
riches and hononr. "Tis this, and this only, that can 
make all outward Bleſſings comfortable, and indeed 
Bleſſings to us, by making them the ſteps and means 
of attaining the never fading Honours and incompre- 
henfible*»Glories of that Kingdom which is above; 
where there ſhall be no more Sin, nor Sickneſs, nor 
Pain, nor Tears, nor Death, but we ſhall reſt from 
our Labaurs, and our Works ſhall follow us. 


UnTo which, God of his infinite Mercy bring us, 
for the Merits, and for the Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Saviour; to whom with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, let us aſcribe all Praiſe and 
Adoration, now and for ever. Amen, 
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